COMPLEX Deliverable 3.7
Policy Briefings: Spain

Linking People and
Territory

Towards a low-carbon future in
Spain
Spain has strong potential to transition to a low carbon
economy, primarily through substantially enhancing renewable
energy (RE) deployment throughout the country. To achieve
this, the following recommendations are provided, according to
key themes:

Land use, spatial planning and landscape
l

Promote smaller scale RE projects with lower impacts,
smaller capital investment and better public acceptance.

l Promote multi-functional developments
(e.g. wind and pasture, solar and crops, solar on roofs etc).
l Map existing RE installations and make this information
publicly available.
l Involve all local stakeholders in RE spatial planning, not just
public officials and company representatives, and increase the
transparency of the process.

Companies and markets
l Increase public control of energy production, supply and
distribution (if necessary, using new legislation, as Germany
has done).
l Ensure continued investment in clean energy R+D+i through
public financing. Currently, when private sector profits are
low, investment in clean energy R+D+i collapses.
l Reduce, and properly regulate, private sector influence on
national energy policy.
l Require energy providers to make the structural changes
necessary for the low carbon economy, while providing them
with the appropriate assistance and support.
l Strive to limit the capacity of energy markets to
negatively impact the energy transition (e.g. oil prices).
Work to ensure that negative factors are compensated with
appropriate financial incentives.
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Energy policy and legislation
l

Reduce energy over capacity by closing unproductive fossil
fuel plants, e.g. gas combined cycle.

l

Remove subsidies for fossil fuels and reinstate financial support
mechanisms for renewables. e.g. by the abolition of draft law RD
1/2012, de 27 de enero.

l

Support small-scale production and energy self sufficiency by facilitating access to the grid, removing the per kw/h connection fee
and legalizing battery storage. This will require abolition of recent
laws RD 900/2015, de 9 de octubre and Ley 24/2013, de 26 de
diciembre.

l

Establish a national RE authority, with a remit to promote and
develop RE, resolve RE-related conflicts (e.g. environmental impacts,
disagreements about the share of profits of RE developments, and
legal/political issues), and to educate and inform society about the
low-carbon energy transition.

l

Undertake tax reform of electricity sector to allow a greater share
of profits to be diverted to developing clean energy.

Regions and localities
l

Identify, promote and explicitly support key strategic “renewable
energy” regions, areas of high potential for successful renewable
energy development.

l

Search for and promote “boundary agents”, individuals or organizations able to link institutions and actors involved in renewable
energy, e.g. private sector, civil society, public administration, science
and education.

l

Extend and update electricity grid infrastructure to provide access
to remote or rural localities.

Information and communication
Appropriately communicate and disseminate reliable and
truthful information on RE and the climate change problem to
all of society. Counter non-objective information provided by
advocacy groups (especially relating to pricing and feasability of
RE).
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